
The Marshall Islands Journal —    Friday, May 14, 2021  13   12  Friday, May 14, 2021 — The Marshall Islands Journal   

OPINION PAGES PO Box 14, Majuro, MH 96960 or marshallislandsjournal@gmail.com

With the Able nuclear test on 
July 1, 1946, the United States 
fired the opening salvo in one 
of the worst, and least-known, 
tragedies in our nation’s history. 
Seventy-five years later, it’s time 
for the Biden administration to 
break with the past and issue a 
presidential apology to victims of 
nuclear testing in the Marshall Is-
lands. This action promises to ad-
dress past injustices, help restore 
America’s moral leadership on 
the world stage, and foreclose the 
chance for similar calamities.

The United States tested 67 
nuclear weapons from 1946 to 
1958 in what is now the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands (RMI), a 
nation of 29 atolls located nearly 
halfway between Hawaii and Aus-
tralia in the Pacific Ocean. At the 
time, the islands were under US 
protection. The nuclear tests and 
their fallout had the largest impact 
on four northern atolls: Enewetak, 
Bikini, Rongelap, and Utrok, each 
of which was evacuated due to ra-
diation stemming from tests with 
payloads up to 1,000 times greater 
than the bomb dropped at Hiro-
shima.

Today, only two of those atolls 
have been resettled, with no 

participation in public life.
Although Covid-19 has hit all countries 

hard, its impact has been harshest among 
already vulnerable and high-risk com-
munities, as well as those lacking quality 
health care services and those unable to 
handle the adverse consequences of anti-
pandemic containment measures. As a 
responsible member of the international 
community, Taiwan will do its utmost to 
work with the World Health Organization 
and global health leaders to ensure that all 
people enjoy living and working condi-
tions that are conducive to good health. We 
will also monitor health inequities to advo-
cate more effectively for universal access 
to quality health services.

Thanks to its robust health system, rig-
orous testing strategies, information trans-
parency, and public-private partnerships, 
Taiwan’s response to Covid-19 has been 
one of the world’s success stories. This 
pandemic has proven yet again that Taiwan 
cannot remain outside of the global health 
network. Taiwan plays an indispensable 
role in the global monitoring and early 
warning systems that detect the threat of 
emerging infectious diseases, and the Tai-

wan Model has proven consistently capa-
ble of containing Covid-19. The pandemic 
has also highlighted Taiwan’s capacity 
to research, develop, produce, and sup-
ply therapies and associated tools quickly 
(including two Covid-19 vaccines that are 
presently in Phase 2 trials). Being able to 
comprehensively participate in and con-
tribute to international Covid-19 supply 
chain systems, as well as global diagnos-
tics, vaccine, and therapeutics platforms, 
would allow Taiwan to work with the rest 
of the world. 

We urge WHO and related parties to ac-
knowledge Taiwan’s longstanding contri-
butions to the international community in 
the areas of public health, disease preven-
tion, and the human right to health, and to 
include Taiwan in WHO and its meetings, 
mechanisms, and activities. Taiwan will 
continue to work with the rest of the world 
to ensure that all enjoy the fundamental 
human right to health as stipulated in the 
WHO Constitution. Echoing the mantra 
of the United Nations’ 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals, no one should be left 
behind. 

• The writer is the Minister of Health and 
Welfare for Taiwan.
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timetable for the permanent re-
turn of Marshallese to Bikini and 
Rongelap. Our recent studies, 
amidst a large body of work from 
the US Department of Energy, 
demonstrate that radiological con-
tamination in these locations is a 
continuing problem. Given the 
United States’ unique culpability 
in the suffering of the Marshallese 
people, the US must apologize for 
its actions.

This would not be an unprec-

edented step. President Bill Clin-
ton apologized in 1997 to the 
victims of the Tuskegee experi-
ment in a public ceremony at the 
White House. Central to both 
episodes are issues of race and 
racism – with people of color tar-
geted and harmed at each turn – as 
well as the role scientists played 
in wounding communities in the 
name of knowledge and progress. 
Given these points of similarity, 
the Tuskegee apology provides a 
pertinent historical template.

The apology to the Marshallese 
must include an open and honest 
acknowledgement of missteps, a 
commitment to concrete goals that 
can better the lives of those in af-
fected communities, and —  most 
critically — a pledge to never 
again commit such atrocities in 
the name of the American people. 
However, the ceremony would not 
only be a grim recognition of past 
injustices; it would also provide 
an opportunity to celebrate the 
lives of the survivors and their de-
scendants.

In the Marshall Islands, in-
creased resources should be direct-
ed toward environmental cleanup 
and efforts to protect the Marshal-
lese from the confluence of radio-

activity and global warming. Local 
organizations, such as the recently 
created RMI National Nuclear 
Commission, provide critical path-
ways for the impacted commu-
nity — as opposed to Washington 
bureaucrats — to direct funding. 
At the same time, lessons and 
perspectives from the Marshall 
Islands must be incorporated into 
US school curricula. As educators, 
we understand the power of open 
communication about our nation’s 
missteps. How are our young 
people supposed to learn from the 
mistakes of the past if this history 
is hidden from them?

Finally, a promise to end the 
testing of nuclear weapons is 
also necessary. This can be ac-
complished by ratifying at last the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT), which was signed 
by Clinton, but never approved by 
the Senate. The treaty negotiations 
present an opportunity for bipar-
tisan cooperation since it must be 
approved by a two-thirds Senate 
majority. In an era of polarization, 
it is important to send a message 
to the world that the United States 
is still able to come together on 
critical issues central to its values.

By righting a historical wrong, 

this apology would not only dem-
onstrate U.S. moral leadership af-
ter four years of diminished pres-
ence on the world stage. It would 
also pave the way for continued 
good relations with one of our 
nation’s closest allies. Future co-
operation with the RMI, which is 
home to the Ronald Reagan Bal-
listic Missile Defense Test Site 
and thousands of US Army per-
sonnel and contractors, is critical 
to the country’s national defense.

As Biden works to lead the 
country into a better future, he 
cannot forget the past. When and 
where we were wrong — as was 
the case in the Marshall Islands 
— we should apologize. The 
American people expect nothing 
less of their children. They should 
demand as much of their govern-
ment.

*Ivana Nikolić-Hughes is a Se-
nior Lecturer in Chemistry and 
Director of the K=1 Project at 
Columbia University; Glenn Alca-
lay is Associate Professor of An-
thropology (adj.) at the John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice; Hart 
Rapaport is a junior at Columbia 
University. 

This article is reprinted with 
permission from The Diplomat.

The Able test.

JOBS ANNOUNCEMENT
CMI invites applications for the following opening;

1. Job Title: Business Studies Instructor
 Salary: $25,137 to $33,515/per year   
 Closing date: May 21, 2021 at 5:00pm

Qualification: 
• A Master’s Degree in Accounting and Business Management with 

capabilities  to teach in ESL environment.
• Or recognized CPA qualifications with teaching experience.
• Teaching Competencies:

– Able to demonstrate online teaching qualities
– Successfully maintain student engagement

Benefits:  Initial contract of three years; CMI Benefits 

NOTE:  RMI Income Tax.  Republic of the Marshall Islands Personal Income 
and Social Security taxes are applicable to all persons employed in the 
Marshall Islands. (Details available upon request.)

Making an Application:  Applicants must apply online at CMI jobs website 
www.cmi.edu or https://jobs-cmi.peopleadmin.com

Full Job Descriptions available online at https://jobs-cmi.peopleadmin.com 

The College of the Marshall Islands 
is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 

The College of the Marshall Islands requires pre-employment reference 
and background screening
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